Free Legal Guide: How to Afford a Great
Criminal Defense Attorney for Your Case
Something has gone wrong. You have found yourself on the receiving end of a
traffic citation, DUI stop, or Grand Jury Indictment. You have a job. You are a good
person. But you’re not wealthy. Questions start flooding your brain: How are you
going to juggle your mortgage, car, or credit card payments and afford to hire an
attorney to represent you in this situation?
Have you ever wondered how middle-class people afford fancy Criminal Defense
lawyers? Have you been charged with a crime and you're wondering why Casey
Anthony could get legal representation, but you don’t think you can? At Paradise
Valley Law, we’re here to tell you that every person is entitled to a great Criminal
Defense attorney without having to wonder how they’ll afford one.
For clients and attorneys alike, this is the elephant in the room, the conversation
that everyone dreads but is completely unavoidable. Here is a free legal guide on
How to Pay for a Great Criminal Defense Attorney. If you have questions, about
your criminal case, call Paradise Valley Law at 602-888-3738. The phone call is
free.
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Option 1: Flat Fee
The flat fee is a double-edged sword when it comes to fee arrangements with
attorneys. It is generally the easiest way to obtain an attorney. It also has the
added benefit of ensuring you won't receive any surprise bills at the end of your
case. Attorneys are very aware of the reputation that has long festered in society:
attorneys are unscrupulous -- akin to used car salesmen who swoop in during
what is arguably your most stressful point, and try to nickel-and-dime you to
death.
The flat fee will ease all concerns that unpaid expenses or surprise bills will creep
out of the shadows following the conclusion of your case. But there's a large
downside to the flat fee, which is almost always expected upfront . . . affordability.
It's safe to say that a need for an attorney is much like a blown tire on the
freeway. You probably didn't see it coming. And if it's in between paydays or
before the beloved tax return, you might start yelling about how you're going to
afford it. If you're not one who has a rainy day legal fund, there are several other
options.

Option 2: The Retainer
You might hear the word "retainer" thrown around a lot on television, or maybe
your crazy uncle on Facebook advised you of finding an attorney and paying the
"retainer." But you might be wondering, "what does that even mean?"
A retainer is simply a deposit of cash that an attorney keeps in a private account
for a client that belongs to the client until the attorney earns it. As the attorney
spends money defending your case, he or she can pull from that account to
cover the necessary costs. Maybe copies of discovery had to be made. Maybe an
unexpected deposition had to be paid for. Whatever the reason, the retainer
ensures the attorney keeps working and you have the representation you need.
As the money begins to run out, you'll be required to replenish the account to
keep paying for those necessary expenses. Generally the minimum balance
required will be outlined in your original fee agreement.
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The benefit of a retainer is it makes sure you get the representation you need
while avoiding the often-large upfront expense of the flat fee. In reality, criminal
cases usually have unavoidable collateral consequences that require money you
didn't plan on spending (unexpected unemployment, impound fees, bail, etc).
The downside to the retainer is having to keep your account sufficiently funded
all the time, to ensure your case expenses are handled. This can often feel
daunting if case expenses begin to quickly add up, depending on the type of
case you might have. But don't fret. Keep reading.

Option 3: Payment Plans
One of the most asked questions at the beginning of a case is, "can I do a
payment plan?" This is a completely understandable question, and one that
hopefully ends with a "yes" answer.
Generally a payment plan works much as it would for anything else in life. You
pay an agreed-upon sum of money to begin a service, and are expected to make
further agreed-upon payments as necessary until the total sum for the service is
paid off. There are real benefits and some drawbacks to being put on a payment
plan when you retain an attorney. A payment plan makes sure the work gets
started and can allow you to plan for the upcoming payments, often buying you
some breathing room to juggle some things around. The biggest drawback to
the payment plan is the repayment term. Let's not sugar coat it -- If you're facing
a serious criminal charge, you're likely facing a hefty legal bill. A payment plan
may not be practical in the short term if it's still unaffordable. Many attorneys
may not give you years to pay off your bill, instead, you may get a few months. So
the monthly payments may still be quite large. Alas, there are still other options.
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Option 4: Financing
Financing is a relatively new way to pay for attorney services. From a risk
standpoint, it can be a tricky proposition but is rather simple in its approach.
Just like one would finance a vehicle or a home, one can finance expected legal
expenses. The benefit to this is generally favorable repayment terms and
relatively low interest. Most finance companies that work with law firms also
make sure the attorney gets paid upfront (much like the flat fee). This is a great
way to make sure the attorney can cover case expenses through the end of your
case, while making sure your monthly payments will be manageable under even
the most dire of unforeseen circumstances. The downside to financing is that it
depends entirely on your credit worthiness which could take the option of
financing off the table entirely. If that's the case, fear not. Options galore!
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Option 5: Collateral
Collateral can be an often-overlooked yet highly-valuable way to pay for any
unexpected legal bills when facing criminal charges.
Here's a story: Last year a client me needing representation. During the initial
conversation he made it clear all he wanted was a plea deal. This can often be an
inexpensive proposition in most criminal cases because generally you're always
going to get something in the way of a plea. However, no client should feel that
they're being forced to take a plea simply because they can't afford the expense
of going to trial. After rejecting the plea and demanding a trial, we were faced
with finding a mutually beneficial arrangement that ensured he could afford my
services, and I wouldn't have to eat the large expense of trial.
In short, I held a second vehicle he had for a period of time with the
understanding that non-payment meant I could dispose of the vehicle as
necessary to recoup any outstanding expenses. This is called a Security
Agreement. Eventually he paid his bill and took his car. The upside to this, is it's a
great way to ease any concerns of nonpayment while ensuring your attorney can
afford to front the large expense of a criminal case. The downside is, not every
attorney is comfortable with this, and not every person owns something of
sufficient value to cover case expenses. If you're one who lacks a second car or a
prized Picasso painting to hand over as collateral . . . options, options, options!

Option 6: Pro Bono
Pro Bono requires some explanation. In short, it comes from the greek word for . .
. never mind. It means free. Who doesn't love free? However, there is a rather
large misunderstanding of Pro Bono attorney services in the realm of criminal
cases. I regularly come across people seeking pro bono attorney services who are
facing serious criminal charges on sites like AVVO.
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Let's be clear. An attorney who offers Pro Bono services for criminal cases is
generally only a Public Defender. Private attorneys usually can't afford to take on
free cases that require a large amount of time and expense (there are rare
exceptions). After all, we too have families and mouths to feed. So how does one
go about getting a free attorney/Public Defender in their criminal case? Simply
ask the court to appoint an attorney for you. The upside is obvious. You get
immediate, no-cost representation for your criminal case. The downside is, not
everyone will qualify for a Public Defender. As the phrase goes, "If you cannot
afford an attorney, one will be appointed to you."
If you find yourself making too much money for a free attorney but too little to
front the cost of an expensive criminal case, then what? Hey...I'm here to give you
options.

Option 7: Crowd Funding
A rather unique, and unusual method for paying for those unexpected legal
defense fees is through crowd funding. Here are a few companies that help you
raise the money to pay for costs:
1. Go Fund Me
2. Crowd Justice
3. Kickstarter
4. Fundrazr
The key to a successful Crowd Funding is to share your story. That sounds simple
enough. But to be truly successful, you need to tell your unique story in a way
that will make others want to help you. Then you need to share that story with
every single person you know and hope they're willing to contribute to your
cause.
If you find yourself facing unexpected legal fees from a serious criminal charge,
maybe one of the above-mentioned options will make sure you aren't fighting
alone when dealing with the justice system. After all, everyone is entitled to good,
honest, competent legal representation. If you have questions, drop a message
below.
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